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AS THE YEARS INCREASE.

firg Telis How Elderly Ladics Should Dress
—The Doar 0ld Souls of Twenty Years
Age Hnve No Hepresentatives Now—
Guewsing nt Ages,
[(WRITTEN FOE THE DISFATCEH.)

I bave several times been asked why I
pever wrote fashions for old ladies, sinee
they must have u style for their elothes as
certainiy s do younger folk. True, but
where are the *old” ladies of this era, those
who would not take offenze at being ealled
old: those whom weaffectionately denominate
“dear old sonls;” “really” oid ladies whom
we capnot dissssociate with cap, cape and
bombuzine?

Ribbon-trimmed, fringe-finished elderly
ladies are still to be touad with the aidofa
good magnifying gluss, but those gentle,
sweet-taced, old-fashioned bodies with gray
gide curls sod speciacles—not eye-glasses—
and the little bird.like hop, & walk and

funy teetering wotion of their slim selves,
curls and sll—where are they? IT it were
true as some people would have us believe
with Hogo that if souvls were visible, we
shou'd distinetly see the strange fact that
every individual of the human species cor-
responds to some one of the snimal ereation,
1 am sure that in these serene, kindly, mila-
mannered geotie women of the old school,
who have succeeded in keeping worry lives
and temuper wrinkles at bay, we counld find
in eath s=oul a patient little sparrow with
tightly folded wings, briskly-moving fest
and bright, happy eves.

THE DRESS FOR THEM,

But what bas become of this now obsolete
type of womanhood. In my childhood they
were no seareity, to-day one would be to me
s gratifving curiosity. I7 they are again to
become the fashion what vpretiier or more
fitting rown conld be desired than the black
bomuazine, henrieita, scrge or cashmere,
made straight, fuil skurt, ws of old, with
close sleeves, surplice waist a trifie low at
the throat with jnside folas of white footing,
crepe lisse or tulle and ornamented with a
btrosch containing the portrait or loek of
hnir of a dear depurted, and surmounnting
the nair, whether of the smooth every-hair-
in-its-place siyle, the dangling face carls, or
the courtiy finger-puffe, should be worn the
pretiy beribboned cap, whether to coneesnl
thinpess of hair, or for dress cffeet. This
to be of white or black lace with lavender,
white or black ribboned. Could & more en-
haneing costume be desired for a lady of this
age”

“But what age iz it? When wonld a
woman sonsider bersel! old enough to be
relezated to such dress? I know women o
60 and more years who have not thourht of
changing their =tyle of dressing, and who
would be mueh offended if the dress their
mothers wore at the same ape were suggested
a: most suitable for thew. The same
modistes who wake for their daughters and
granddaughters make for them, and they

follow the same lines drawn by fashion de-

signers, wearing hisque or polonaise, plain

ekirt or much ruffled, full draperies or seant,

with as much exactness as do yotmger

people. 5o what is there left for me to

write that bss oot already been writlen?
THE DISPLAY OF TASTE.

There iz not even a distinction made in

eolors, the mothers of fo-day wearing any of |

the rich colors worn by the danghters, and
often a2 becomiorly. Then w~by confine
them to dismal black and somber brown?
A woman to-day of 50 has not more than
reached the zenith of personal stiractive.
ness, apd if she has retained a youthinl
slenderness of figure there is no regson why
she should not wesr any eut that smite her
proportions or any color becoming to ber
ecomplexion. Too much eare eannot be given
to the selection of a toilet, for the dress re-
veals the woman, Especinlly is this so at
50. Youth covers up s multitude of sins
against good taste; but in mature yearsa
harmounious and appropriate costume 1is
taken s the index to s well-ardered mind
and as a refleetion of her discernment and
love of the beautiful.

“As the poet clothes his fancies in the
fittest phirases to produce the desired impres-
sion of lyrieal beauty, as the painter ac-
cepts his artistic means to his ena so a3 to
bring about & symmetrical effect, so does
woman reveal her refinement and sense
of the fitness of things ghen the grace of
her costume is one with her person,”

Mrs. Whitney, wife of the ex-Secretary,
bas just returned lrom abroad with
iresh suppiy of Worth’s latest crestions,
and gives that autocrst for aushority when
she asserts that neither bustles nor hoops
sre to be revived; and that Mr. Worth will
follow the natural owilines of the figure in
draping.

MES, WHITNEY'S WHEAT DRESS

In addition to several movelties-in the
way of wraps, such as s white drap d'al
with creamy marabout festhers fluffed al
over it; and another of rich wine-red velvet,
trimwed with bands of bisck Persiau lamb,
lined with pale green silk, she has brought
» supply of wonderful dresses, among which
is notably, a unique creation of black sarah,
with embroidery done in straw—real yellow
siraw—sewn in apd out with the peedle,
making & realistic patiern in wheat beads.
To be worn with this is & wide black straw
bst trimmed with big bunches of wheat
besds, This is ene of the gowns that would

be equally elegant for s woman of 30 or 40

r 50.
= A black selection is slways the safest for
women of uncertasin age. Bonnets are
psually more becoming than hats. Sue-
cessfally apparelled and = woman's
age is almost indeterminable, though
one man professedly more knowing
than bis cotemporaries in writing for a mag-
azine makes the assertion that the age of a
woman can every time be determined by her
hair; that while art has come to the rescue
and replaced to a certain extent the charms
of youth, ironing out wrinkles, puttying up
fissures, tinting cheeksand brightening eyes
by means of belladona, until a fellow who
can't get close enough to peep under the cos-
metic crust may occasionzily be deceived, if
he will only notice her hair he can guessber

aze to within a fraction. He says that after
258 woman's back hair falls in straggling
disarray over her collar, and though hair
slants naturally, at 30 it takes an angle of
30 degrees; at 35 of 60, and so on; and a mo-
tice of the quality assists in the snmming
ap. At 25 her hair is moire; at 30 it is sat-
ine; at 35 it is pasee satinette, and st 40 it is
rope fit to bang any man that gets noosed in
its meshes

CA¥ EASILY FOOL HIM.

Well now, if that is the best guessing that
can be doune don't you think weecan afford
to smile in our security? For don't we
koow that in this age of successiul wigmak-
ing and srtistic hair dressing our age is
hidden past all upearthing if buried in our
hair. BStore hair no longer has the don't-
belong-there look, that be who runs may
detect, such as it had in the beginning, and
thanks to the “Mikado” which introduced
hairpins galore, it has been given a perma-
pent tenure of office that defies detection.

Ah, no! You cannot tell our age by our
bair, Guess agsin. MEeG.

SHE HAD SCRUPLES.
A Young Toxidermist Whe Woeunlda"t Eell
Etuffed Birds for Hats,

A young lady residing not far from Iowa
Circle, in Washington, told a Fost reporter
the other day that she recently came across
& strange picce of inconsistency. Said she:

“There is a young woman in our neigh-
borhood who is very fond of the study of
taxidermy. For a number of vears she has
made a business of it, and is very =killful
in preparing ané mounting the birds, which
her father and brothers shoot for her, and
for toese stuffed beautiens she finds s ready
market. An iovalid lady at our house
commissioned me to purchase s few of them
for ornamenting her room.

“After selecting four beautiful birds from
8 case which contained fully 200, many of
which, the owner remarked, were songsters,
1 ssked ber if she had ome or two un-
mounted birds which would be suitable
for ornamenting a fall hat. Immagine my
surprise when she indignantly replied:
‘Neo; I bave nothing that woulddo. 1Itis
agalost our priceiples to sell them for milli-
nery purposes. 1 never wear one, nor do
any of my sisters. In fact, we are all mem-
bers of the Audabon Society.”

“Remonstrance was useless, for I failed
to convinee her that after the birds were
once killed they might as well adorn s hat
as o mantel piece.”

HATS TO THE LADIES

The Awlward Situntions So Often Encoun-
tered In the Elevators,
New Yorzs Times. ]

A business woman finds something to add
in the matter of what men shall do with
their hats in an elevator. I wish,” she
says, “‘there could be » defined and sccepted
rule upon the subject. My occnpation
takes me daily into an elevator in one of
the large business buildings down town, and
wy experience in this regard is varied and
sometimes unpleasant, Frequently nobody
removes his hat, and that is what I like
best. Sometimes I get on at the ground
floor with balf a dosen men whose heads all
remain uncovered; we go up two or three
stories and 2 seventh enters the car, and,
secing me, whips off his hat.

Of course this is a courtesy, but it seems s
rebuke as well to the six who have not re-
moved theirs, and often they will look un-
comfortable, as il they wished they had.
Sofar as I am concerned I can meither
recognize the eivility nor temper the hin
and I bail my floor with relief, I do min
when a man keeps his ecigar in his mouth
when I am in the elevator, but I don't
mind the whistling of the messenger boys
nor the hatas of everybody.”

T00 MANY WOMER.,

A Big Femnle War or 8 Wholeanle Relgn of
HBulcide ls Necessary,
Buperfiuons women ! That’s what's the
matter with the world, says Nell Nelson in
the New York Worid, The fair crestures,
who are not so very fair, are in the ascend-
sncy, a noted statistician savs, in the pro-
portion of threeto every man. A female
war is meeded, mot osnly in Conmtinental
Europe, where the chores, farm work, min-
ing and coal besving are done by women,
but in New Eogland, where the factories
snd mills are over-populated with young
irls and tenacious maideus, and in New
fo St (e e
o
widowe i et meaout of the

iqﬂ_ ‘

lbm to marry but difficult to earn & living
r ves,

Sucrifices have long out of fashion,
but the world Joves heroism, and a good,big
cnse of immolati “I’“
tion or annihilation for the good of society
would make the name of spivster famous
through the unwritten history of ages.

FROM THE SPIDER'S WEB.

An Englishman Has Sacceeded In Makiog n
Pretty Cloth Frem It

Washington Fost.]

Perhaps the most novel idea in the textile
line is that of an Englishman named Btill-
bers, who it is said bas sctually made a
cloth of spider’s web which has been em-
ployed for .rurm of surgery. A gentle-
man traveling through the country, and
who recently stovped in Washington,
stated that this man Stillbers has gone
quite extensively into this spider web eloth
culture,

The spiders are obtained from tropical
conntries, mostly from Africa and South
America, aod are very large. A peculiar
teature of the business is that the spiders
spin the bett web when they are intoxi-
cated, To aecomplish this, a lignid com-
posed of chloroferm, ether and fusel oil is
allowed slowly to evaporate in the room
where the spiders are housed, and they are
thus keot constantly in a mild state of in-
toxieation., The temperature of the atmos-

here is mantained at 60° Fabrenheit,
E‘bm little ereatures, whieh are usually so
beartily despised, are placed in octagonal
cases, and are fed daily with smaller insects
of varions kinds.

In one room there are some 5,000 of these
cases. The spiders Iny their eggs, and
about the latter spin eocoons. These
cocoons ar e gathered, and are prepared for
weaving by some such cheniieal and me-
ehacieal processes as are undergone by the
cocoon of the silk worm. The process of the
weaving itselt is = closely-guarded secret
Each cocoon is =aid to yield 25 to 100 yards
of thread, The texture of the woven ma-’
terial resembles somewhat ordinary silk,
and after it is bleached it becomes brilliant
and smooth.

SHORT DINKERS NOW.

According te the Rothschilds the Loog
Men!s are Out of Fashion,
Cincinnati Commercial-Gazetie.]

The fashion of long and elaborale meals
has most entirely passed away among the
richest and ultra-fashionable classes in
England and America, Quite recently
Queen Victoria paid a visit to Baron Fer-
dinand de Rothschild, at Waddesdon manor,
one of the most beautiful conntiry seats in
England, and a perfect tressure-house af
priceless works of collected and dis-
played with faultless taste. The following
comparatively simple menn is that of the
“‘dejeuner” given by this representative of
the richest family in the world to the soy-
ereign ol Great Britain:

Consomme a In Windsor,
Truite a Ia Norwegienne.

Calllies en caisses—Ponlarde n I'Alderiens,
Fillets de Beuf a la Chartreuse.
JAnetons gmisb:;g;;:l‘m
mm:ﬁ&: lll“: Viennoise.

Patits soufflets a In Royale,

VESTS FOR THE BABIES,

A Little Woolen Garment that Slips Over
the Cherub Like an Envelope.

A new idea for infantine luxury that has
found favor in high quarters, and that is
highly approved by the medical authorities,
is baby's vest, says the Saturday Review.
It is intended for use during the first month
of baby's life. Itisa long pad of light, soft
wool, wadded with eider down, and trimmed
with silk, embroidery, or lace. The baby
is Jaid in it as in & bed. It is sufficiently
long to protect the back of the bead. This
vest insures eveoness of temperature with
one little woolen garment. No further
clothing is necessary, and the child is thus
saved the teasing involved in pulling off
and on so mavy garments In short, the
vest is a large, soft, comfortable, adequate
envelope,

A WOMAN AND A SECRET.

Tt She Wouldn"t Breathe It He Woald Give

Her an Oulen, the Wretch,
Detrolt Free Press.]
“Mrs, Boggs,” said Boggs in & hesitating
way, while he and his wife were eating

dioner, "if I felt sure that you could keep
a thing to yourself and not breathe it to any
living person—""

“Oh, don't keep me waiting all day,
now,"” said Mrs. Bo;&v,;-:. “What 1s it?"

*I was going to offer you one of these raw
onions,” said Bog But she was too mad
to take anything less than §10,

Morsels for the Ladies.

THE uge of large quantities of fur as trim-
ming to the shagey, soft woolens introduced
this season is certain. Close natural furs snd
astrakbao will be chiefly used.

THE Princess of Wales is credited with say-
ing atarecent visit to Sandringham Village
Training SBchool: “The ambition of my life is
to mind my own business.”

“HAVE you the same teachers as last year?
was asked of a little chap whio went to school
for the second term yesterday., “Yes, they is
all there. None of "em has died yet,” replied
the boy.

MuE MODIESKA says she eannot afford to
get angry, for the reason that to lose ome's
temper is to lose one's beauty, Husbands who
have scolding wives may do themselves a good
turn by cutting this out and pasting it on the
wmirror,

ORCHID jewels are the adornment of the
gilded children of fashi One t gat &
perfect spray of the fantastie blossom unaer
%), and the ect flowers are worth double
that sum for the enamel alone, every gem
adding its value to the price ol the jewel,

A SEATTLE girl thoughtiessly told a friend
that the of the d 1d not be dis-
played with the presents at her wedding. Of
course the news got abroad, and when the day
Soeey Comeeond of 38 JiA1cA Suga: apoons as 3

i -} o3 an
mt{mnmm e

PARASOLS are a particular fad just now, sus.
pended from the chandelier by a short handle,
and filled with flowers hanging over the edges
in luxuriant masses uotil they touch the aloth,
Baoks of leaves and flowers in the center of
the table are sometimes ornamented with tiny
parosols in different colored silks.

Miss FAwceTr, though she be a senlor
wrangler, does not despise novels, In berpretty
study at Newnbam, above rows of mathemat
ical tomes, there are volumes of varied reading
—sclence, poetry, novels, economics., A few of
these volumes bave been prettily bound by the
falr fingers of their owner, who Is also not too
emancipated to be an expert needlewoman.

17 is whispered that the pocket handkerchlef
will assert itsell again, otharwiss It seems al-
most unnecessary fer the manufacturers o
make them of such oroate it are
to be hidden away in :hemdark mm! of
dress pockets, Another reason for thelir

is the iImpossibiiity of'
R AR
the wost inaccassible 15»0.

Rosa BOXHEUR and Dr. Mary Walker are
pot the only women in male attire. Mme,
Dienlafoy. the Persian archmologist, and one
of the most gifted women in Asm, became so
accustomed to the superior comfort and con-
vemence of a hunting suit in her journeys and
excavations with her hosband, that she eannot
be induced to abandon ir. Just nmow she is

modest Paris kII{ riding-her horse
dressad in a kiit, boots and jacket.

THERE {8 po Iady in Lenox who makes &

show of dlamonds than Mrs. Neilson,
the sister of Freddie Gebhard, She bas dis-

monds for breakfast, dinner and tea—dinmonds
for walki dri esti
mate the

:

|| ment of stockinette, sllk, wool or cotton,

THE QUESTION BOX.

Shirley Dare Answers Some Unique
Queries From the Girls,

—_—

MAKING THE EYEBROWS SILKY.

To Care Bad Complexions One Must Com-
mence Beneath the Bkin,

THE IMPORTANCE OP DIET AND BATH

[WRITTEN FOR THE DISPATCE.]
An admirer desires to learn what will
promote the growth of eyebrows, This is
quite a desideratum, when the brows have

been destroyed by accident, or where the
natural growth 15 weak. Slight eyebrows
always give the impression of & weak char-
acter, and most people judge by a glance,
never remembering that nature often takes
us in band by stern diseipline to bring out
just those points which are lacking. The
least of us have all the capabilities of the
greatest, and we are sometimes surprised to
ses pale,unfinished, gentle-looking crestures,
shrinking and apologetic in ordinary, face
emergencies, or blaxe up at the one step 1o
far with a fire and force that works wider
and lests longer than our everyday pert
wiltulness.

Blill if one wants to look the part as well
as feel it, eycbrows need special attention.
A bandoline brush or a cheap tooth brush
shounld be kept for their treatment. They
shonld be brushed till the skin is red, and
lanoline. which is wool fat, rubbed on and
brushed in, Melted suet or leaf"s marrow
applied hot as possible, and brushed into
the skin will iwlr to bring out the eye-
brows. The application of any kind should
be made three times s day, at the morning
toilet, at noon and on” going to bed, The
darkes: yellow vaseline or any of the strong
K:trolemn salves are also useful to bring out

ir or eyebrows and deepen sheir coloring.

PAINTING THE EYEBROWS.

2, Will darkening with a peneil injure
the brows?

A lead pencil will do them no good in
the long run, and *‘eyebrow pencils’ are
unsatisfactory. The best way to tint brows
iswith the *‘grease psint,” used by theat-
rical people, which is sold in drug stores
and toilet shops, and comes in shape of a
black-board erayon, at 10 cents a stick,
Light vrown or chestout shounld be used for
pale eyebrows; not black, which is un-
natural, and the tinting should be lightly
laid on to look at all well. A line of color
along the ridge of the eyebrow is a grateful
touch when uature has slighted her work,
but most pretenders overdo the matter, and
produce leaden traces, or black lines heav-
ily put on, which give a bold repellant ex-
pression. The grease paint will not injure
the growth of eyebrows but rather encour-
age it, and is not readily washed off The
color sometimes lasis two or three days.

3. What will remove a “Iuszy” growth
of hair from the peck?

If yon mean the underlocks on the nape
of the neck, keep them brushed smooth
with stick bandoline, made from five ceris
worth of gum tragacanth soaked 24 hours in
a pint of water which has been boiled and
cooled, and the bandoline boiled again five
minutes. Thick bandoline will straighten
the fuzziest, kinkiest hair, aud if kept on
all the time sometimes weakens the uuder-
hair o that it comes out. Ifyun mean the
fuzzy or down that grows over the shoulder
it will require regular depilatory treat-
ment.

HERE'S A WARNING,

Worried—1—*"Would the use of sulphur
soap do any permanent injury to s perfect-
iy healthy and not very sensitive skin?
Sinee I used it, though only a iew times,
blackheads and & small red, gritty eraption
have appeared on my face, and though as-
suredl by my physician that no harm was
done and the eruption wonld soon pass
away, it has continned several months and
shows vo sign of disappearing. My skin is
very rough, red, and seems in places finely
pitted. Have I permanently injured my
complexion, or will the eruption in time
pm',nvay and theskin regain its smooth-
nm 1Ll

It is remarkable how girls with decent
complexions will try and risk every sort of
quackery in hope of oblaining some ideal
perfection, betier reached in the wmatural
way of gaining complete health. The skin
could not hnve been perfectly healthy in
this ease, or no lasting trouble could resnlt,
even irom using impure aod irritating
soaps. Physicians are shy of medicsted
soaps which, as one of them says, are often
the coarsest soda soaps, perfumed and medi-
cated, both dangerons and distressing to the
skin. No soap however pure will refine the
complexion without esre in other respects of
bealth. Probably the system was near some
crisis, the result of sccumulation of small
daily wastes from the perspiration, the
products of digestion, or some alteration in
the geperal bealth. |

DEPENDS ON THE BEALTH.

Yoang people with the debility which re-
sults from growing too fast, young women
whosn health is not established, or who are
in those vicissitudes of feeling which tell
upon the strength, are all in states when the
functions of the skin are quick to be de-
ranged. Insuchs case a strong irritant
soap is quite enoogh to draw the disorder to
the face on which it is used. Or the soap
may not be in fault at all, but the skin dis-
order be a mere colncidence that would have
come nuyhow when it did, This display of
bard white minute pimples and comedones
is not an nnusual trouble in yonth. A Cin-
cinnati poysician reports a college student
under age who for nearly four years suf-
fered from the spread of thedisease from the
roots of the hair over the entire back. The
disorder is simply acne indescata, and the
gritty points are hard seoretion which had
undergone calearcous change, or collections
of the horny substance of the outer skin.
There is loss of tissue, that is pitsing, where
these collections are finally thrown offl

In the first place these white hard points
are to be opened with a long fine needle and
the “'grit"" pressed out or eut out with a fine
lanee. A good tar soap may be used on the
face, or & mixture of fine tar and three times
as much choice olive oil beated fogether
may be rubbed on the face daily. Wash the
face with very water, a #oft eloth and
lather of pure toilet soap. The thick luther,
not the soap in this instance, is to be light;‘{
robbed over the ‘ace, washed off and dri
with a soft, warm towel, and a little of the
tar mixture smeared on the pimply spots, to
remsin ten miputes, when it should be
washed off with warm scapy waler.

LITTLE, BUT IMPORTANT,

It seems very fussy to most persons to ob-
serve these small points, the water so warm
ss not to burn the skin, asing lather in
place of sosping the face, and—acme of
eoddling—a warm towell But men used to
the best barbers know the luxury of soit,
fresh-warmed damask on the moist, sensi-
tive face, and how it leaves a soothing,
bealthier feeling than cold linen. Afrer
this rub the face, stroking it swiltly with
both hands & dozea or 20 times downward—
slways one way. This briogs the vessels of
the surface into activity, and gets up &
easant electric glow of the skin without
rritating it
The fnce with its thomsands of nerve
ints and delicate blood vessels just be-
ow its epiderm is pot made for serubbing
as il it were a hrdamh!g.whn it is
already in a state of disease, ntleness is

the with flesh and blood

for the long, ample gar-

which can be flung into the bath tub after
rinsed and wrung outin the
if one must consider
sensible

ing the body which soils the vesture, and
which is far the less clean of the two?

THE BATH TUB.

Women are oftea uselessly put out sbout
such tblnp‘dud imagine themselves
refined for being so, when the refinement E
just the other way. A bath should be
washed, rinsed and wiped aiter any use, and
the common practice of a housshold taking
their baths in suceession without this is the
one thing vot to beendured. I write this
for the benefit of voung women boarding,
who would like o carry out hyeziene in
clothing aud baths, with imperative limits
of expense, The clothing vext the skin, no
matter what fabrie, should be thin and soft
enough to admit of washing easily and
changiog often, I

True, thick undershirts taking up the
waste of the skin and worn next it a week
are enongh to account for a good many of
the complaints sbout rough faces, A
woman who buys $ erochet undervests and
wears one & week through end a satin corset
till it drops from her, deserves fo havea
rash on the face, and will wonder at the
roughness of her complexion at best, Niee,
clean minded youths are abashea at the
pimpled faces snd necks which in most eyes
are prima facia witnesses to immorality, when
the trouble is sleeping in ill ventilsted
rooms,and need of a elean undershirt every
day as well as a clean collar.

POINTS ON DIET.

Bat while exceptionally strong or serofu-
lons systems may have a good skin in spite
of diet, no poor complexion can be lastingly
improved without particular care on this
point. ‘When Mre, Manufucturer writes to
the Fifth avenue school where her youn
daughter ia prepariog to eaptivate an Engl
baronet in time, that “‘whatever else she
may submit to Mudsme's judgment graham
bread at each meal is imperative,” and
rrofeuionll besuties go without bread at

uncheon rather than eat white rolls, and
imperil their complexion, other girls will
kpow enough to follow the example. Good
diet, not limited, should be the rule, for
eraptions in young people are quite as apt
to indieate debility and call lor generous
diet as the contrary. No bam, bacon, salt
beef, or salt fish, fat zravies, lard pies, or
puddings of the ¢pl;-pofy order should be
allowed girls desiring good complexions,

{1‘ “Worried" ean “:1 four to six large
uicy pears every day they are in season, it
jvlll’do much for her di-_'e{tinn and bloom.
1f the sprct.lr.u is ca;ricions, follow its
caprices, till baths and wholesome bread
regulate it. It may take three to six months
or a year to cure the trouble, but I do. mot
believe there is such a thing as incarable
skin disease. Plenty of exercise and frie-
tion of the body sre called for. and hot foot-
baths with soda in the water, to equalize
cirenlation, Carbolated oil, ten drops car-
belie aeid in two tablespoonfuls of olive oil,
rubbed on the face at night will soften and
heal the eruption, if other care is taken.

Herealter, I must charge a fee for all let-
ters requiring private asswers. The de-
mands of such correspondence have grown
absolutely beyond my strength and time,
even with a secrelary’'s aid. Letters for
answer in print are welcome, and those de-
siring simply addresses or prices mentioned,
will be answered as usaal, il sent with post
card or stamped envelope addressed—the
card preferred, for saving of time. Re-
quests to know how to make bread without
baking powder or yeast ure useiess—the
process requiring special ovens and eare.
Ladies writing from the continent, desirin,
to know where to find all accomplish
Freoch maids, and special toilet advice, al-
ways omilting return postage, can hardly
expect answer. And latters asking informa-
tion for developing & showy figure are use-
less, SHIRLEY DARE.

IN A LETTER BOX.

Story of Two Wrens Who Findn Home lna
Queer Place.
New York Tribune, )

During thespring a pair of wrans flitted
into the well shaded grounds that surround
o gentleman's residence on the Providence
road at Scraoton snd began to search for a
summer home, They flew about the ecor-
niee of the house for several minutes, sur-
veyed every nook and corper that looked se-
ecluded, and then alizhed on a shade tree
and compared notes. For some time the
birds had a confab 1n low and gentle tones,
their actions indicating that they hadno’t
tound s place that exactly suited them to
seitle down in for the summer, At the close
of the consultation the wrens sailed ont of
the tree and again went to hunting for a
pesting place, and in & short time the male
ran scross one that seemed to suit him,

On one of the large wooden gate posta
there was a letter box in the shape of a little

house. It had a peaked root, a zlot on the
sireet side for the mail earrier to drop letters

‘into, and a littie door on the yard side to

take them out, It was rain tight and it
stood in the shadow of a large maple. The
male wren found its way into the box
throueh the slot. He stayed in it less than
a minute, and then he flew out, joined his
little wife on a lilac bush a few yards away.
and toid her about the cozy spot he bad
discovered. Mrs, Wren appeared to be all
in o flutter over the pl t news her proud
husband had brought her, and away they
both flew at once aud entered the slot

Pretty soon they came out and flew seross
the street to an open field, It was soon evi-
dent that Mrs. Wren wasas well pleased with
the box as her mate was, for in a short time
they both sailed back sgain, ench carrvinga
short piece of broken twig in the bill. These
they dropped in the bottom of the box, and
bug and forth the industrious little ditters
went. By night the birds had got the rough
work on the nest pretty well under way, and
the next day they finished it. Anpother box
for letiers was rigged up on the other gate

and the lady of the house watched for
the letter carrier that forenoon and request-
ed him not to drop any more letiers into the
bgdwhm the wrens had taken up their
abode.

About a week after the finishing touch
had been put on the nest, the female laid
an egz in it. When she began to sit the
kind-henrted honsewite opened the little door
and stroked her, ealling her pet names as
she caressed her. While she was sitting,
the male flitted amoung the shrubbery close
by and sang merrily, aud one day a very in-
ull!tat and highly fprind temale housecat
that belonged to the family came near catch-
ing him. Puss’ mistress caught her up,
earried ber to the box, showed her the fe-
male wren on the nest, pointing out to her
the hopping male on the fence, and gave
her “'a good talking to,” telling her that if
ghe harmed the birds or the nest it would
go hard with her. Puss understood.

A uew letler carrier poked three letters
through the slot one day and nearly covered
up the sitting but sbe didn’t mind i
sad in a few days she hatched out a nest ful
of little ones. About the same time the old
cat gave birth to four kittens, and at last
acconnts both the wren family and the eai
family wers getling along finely and were
nnctl: admired by their friends, the human
family.

MUST HAVE THEIR TITLES,

The Gensration of Colensls and Judges of
spoknoe Falls Are Tonchy.
Detrolt Free Press.]
Bpokane Falls did a good thing the other
day in driving one George Havens out of
the town under threats of lymehing, He
had been investigating the titles worn b
varions individuals, and had dizen
that out of 150 *‘Judges,” Colonels” and
“Profs.,” only two mea had any real right
to the prefixes. He was, of oouu,loo{od
:lmul dapgerous man in the comm
13 "

Capltal and| Labor s Agitated by the Pro-
ducers of Our Eggs.
Detrolt Free Press,)
First hen—I thought yon made a

SOME FAMOUS FREAKS

Female Lunatics Who Flit Aboat the
Capitol at Washington,

TWO IN LOVE WITH STATESMEN,

Amusing Meeting Between 0ld Clara Morris
snd Speaker Reed

NOTED DEADBEAT FROM CALIPOENIA

[CORRESPONDENCE OF THE DISPATOH, ]
WASHINGTON, Sentember 13,

VERY coruer of

the National Capi-

tol is haunted. Its
12 aores of floor
space and its miles
of corridors and
lobbies are filled
with ghosts. Its
dome has a whis-
pering gallery
where the walls give
forth the wails of
dead statesmen, snd
its population of
spooks eovers the
mighty dead of
nearly &' eentury
It has its live

ghosts as well as its
dead ones, and its
“Queer” are as nu-
merous as those of an 1nsane asylum,

Take for instance the little woman who
wants to be made the “National Poet of the
United States.” Hername is Dr. Sarah A.
Ulrich Kelley, and she is one of the quzer-
est of ali the Capitol queers. She isa pale,
weazsned little woman, dressed in shabby
widow's weeds, and back of her queerness is
said to be the conventional big Government
claim whicth makes so many cranks. %r-
parently deserted by her own kith and kin
she wanders about Washington, infesting
newspaper offices from editorial sanctam to
press room at all hours of the day and night.
She calls herself the “Sweet Singer of Penn-
sylvania,” and her Ictest feat is a rose red
pamphlet which is entitled

A STATESMAN'S LOVE

or & Troe Autobiography, by S8arah A. Ul-
rieh Kelley, the world-renowned Bard of
Shant ill. This book of nine pages
gives Mrs. Kelley’s story of her alleged
flirtation with Charles Mansur, “the band-
some, brown-eyed statesman from Missouri.”
“It was," says she, “‘s case of ‘love at first
sight.” e renowned statesman paid a
visit to Dr. Kelley and asked her to diag-
nose his diseasse clarvoyantly and was
smitten with her charms. She then de-
scribes Representative Mapsur in eulogistie
terms and states that she counld not
him because she was at the time hiding
away for her life from an insane husband
*‘who claimed all her heart, bus in his in-
sane delusions imagined she loved bim not,
and imagined &lso that it was right for him
to hire wicked men to murder her becauss
she loved him not.” -
He spent $43, 500, she writes, in detectives
in 11 years, and it wrs for this that she was
ing in St. Lonisasa widow when the
on. Charles Maosur called upon her, 8he
told Congressman Mansur this and be said:
“I'm giad you are a widow for I've lell in
];ﬂ with you.” M&he ullilz hh'::’il’:d no use
she can’t marry him, and he, a desperaty
]f:rt refrains from shedding tears and
ves.

HIS BETE NOIR.

Now 16 years nave gone and she meets
Magsur at Washington. She finds bhim
married and states that she has not seen hia
wile, and supposes she never shall, as
women are usaall Ljealon.l of poor, harmless
widgws lika herse Of course this is silly
twaddle, but it is very aunoying to Mansur,
and he is laughed at by his fellow states-
men whenever Mrs, is mentioned,

The ostensible business upon which Dr.
Kelley remsaios at the Capitol, is that of
securing legislation on & bill, ereating Mrs.
Sarah A, Ulrich Kelley, the uational poet
of the United States, She wants to be our
Poet Laureate, with a sal of $5,000 a
year and a house fo live in. At first,
amused by her extraordinary literature and
her clsims as Poet Laareate, the local press
printed considerable of her poetry, but find-
ing that the softly-treading, soltly-speaking
doctor was like the rest of her type, dis-

lo take an ell for every inch given,
she has been pretty generally eliminated
from the non-paid contributors’ colaman.

LITTLE MISS FLIGHT,

Little Miss Flight, the shadowy creatare
who haunted the Courts of Chancery in
Dickens’ story, Las her prototype in the Na-
tional Capital. So many years has this
little red-haired, grey-eved woman flitted in
and about the eorriders, comwittee rooms
and legislation chambers of the Capitol that
she has ceased to bea movelty and so en-
dures long seasons of neglect from insatia-
ble correspondeuts. Nur!{”l? years ago
she was written up by Gilbert Pierce, the
present mew North ots Sepator, How
many years Mrs. Emma Green Littlefield
Carter has proclaimed hereelf as head ot the
Goverment, and Superintendent of the Na-
tional Legislation, no one seems to know.

It is said that in all these vears of froit-
less waiting she has never exhibited aston-
jshment, disappointment or [mpatience.
Netther in dress, expression or modulation

of voice does she differ mueh from the so-
called level-headed feminine claimant. A
close fitting black gown, s white ribbon at
the throat, a spray or cluster of flowers dec-
ml::s her belt, and a jaunty tip-back bon-
net stylish red veil, make ber very like
her sister who claims to have & mind.

A WIRED PROPHETESS,

“The eyclone will be here at five' she re-
marked, somewhat irrelevantly by the way
"D 0 e i

4 your in on"
:kau a lady, Mngm nervously out at the

m -

“Oh, the Baviour,” replied the Seeress.
“He generally gl"l me direct warning of
all great Ibad adayon Lic-
coln’s assassination and four hours on Gur-
field’s. ‘The Johnstown flood was told to
me the same morning. You know of course,
how to get such mepsages. Always stand
under 2 sycamors tree. .

Mrs, Carter, who claims to be the descen-
dant of Nathaniel Green, says that her
husband was a staff officer under
Baoks, She is also more or less distantly
relatea to %uu Louis Napoleon
and James G. Blaine, prineipal busi-
neas is that of a national detective and her
T artioutar pride. . “Nothing: sve
with * says
Mrs, C , “‘pertainiog to the Department
of Justice is uodertaken without my sanc-
tion." W& the distriet ions

mmtm without consult-
LOVES A CONGRESSMAN.
Among her favorites in the House is

“Dovey of Delawars,” who is none other
than the elegant and distinguished Mr,
sy, Mra, Carter

Penington, o1 Delaware. de-
clares that “Dovey” is Lhe author of & bill,
com wh""“”" which bill she has
bad s time keeping back this session.
“T have an adopted son in the Senate,”
llw'ml:b. Hﬂ b

"No, indeed; I'll not tell his name, but
be’s & young fellow and looks exactly like
an oyster. t and slick like an oyster,”
and no smount of conxing conid induce her
to give his other name.

‘or years to come as in the years past she
ﬁ: dn\thﬂ:ﬁ w:ttilu ‘t:d hold l:; 1}0-
rry r-b on of trost responsibilit
apd will undoubtedly derive :n 50
comfort from her fancied power than does
any man or women from the actual thing.
th removed not many months ago
another habitue of newspaper offices and
Government devartments, She was the
widow of General Benjamin Ward Bennett,
of Peansylvania, a of the Mexicsn

Don't Talk to Me To-Day.

war, who was brevetced for his bravery and
presented with a gold suoff box, in which
the freedom of New York City had been
given to Andrew Jackson 40 years belore.

ONCE WAS A BELLE.

This snufl box was always carried by the
widow, who fancied that it somehow entitled
her to financial support from New York
City, and her failure to receive which in-
come was among her many grievances. Mrs,
Bennett, as osunal, bad a pension claim,
which shadow she patiently pursned, and in
some vague way she had established a su-
pervisory interest over the Nicaragua Caoal.
She was always on the point of producing
her maps and explaining the merits of ber
schems, She wasa large, handsome woman,
slways expensively though somewhat
;ho:l!z. ?“"g‘ had l“ﬂa. d:r“k.' buatifu}

AT r an .w'k .14 &yes, an
while she taxed the patience of busy men,
she was always politely received.

She had evidently been a society bella in
her youth, and a woman accustomed to
deference and respect, and in spite of her
irrelevant assertions and demands she ap-
Erouhed editors and officials with an easy,

alf-confidential, half-disdainiul manner,
compelling from them greater consideration
than is generallv accorded such persoos.
When sudden desth ended her fruitless
quest there were only kindly words of re-
membrance spoken of this queer lady.

CLARA MORRIS AND SPEAKER REED.

The ghost of the little Freoch woman
whom Speaker Reed drove from the Capitol
is back again in flesh and blood. She can-
not bring her store of photographs and
souvenirs with ber, but she haunts the gal-
leries and spends hours in the ladies® re-
ception rooms. Aunt Clara's 30 years
among politicians have not been without
effect. She has learned the fine artor dis-
simulation. The other day Clara stopped a
member in his passage across Statuary Hall,
and relerring, as usual, to her grievance,
proceeded to berate Speaker Reed.

“Seoundrel, brute, bulldog,” were some
of the epithets burled at the man from
Maive in bher high pitched voice, when,
turning suddenly, sbe saw the Speaker him-
self not three feet away. *“‘Oh, Mister Reed!
How do you do, Mister Eeed? I hope you
are well.”

*Mister Reed'” smiled and courtsied the
erstwhile ecantankerous dame, while an
effusive smile and soitened glances chased
away the Irowning wrinkles aond the forked
lightning ia ber eyes.

A CALIFOENIA BEAT.

Straddlebug, or Jack of Clubs, as he is
pleasantly designated by Capiiol habitues,
combines with his queerness an additiona
gilt for beating his way, He is an ex-Cali-
torpian which fact has been sorrowfully
demon to the Califorpians in official
life. it is said that this tall, lean, grissiy
queer who haunts the Senste and Supreme
Court corrid succeeds almost daily in
securing something from a Californis mem-
ber, Benator or irom Justice Field. So per-
sistently does he pursve the latier that it is
said on approach the Justice will pot his
hand in his pocket and give him some
moaey, saying, ‘‘There, nuw, don't talk to
me to-day.”

Senator Stanford, in 8 momeat of exas-
peration one day, gave the man a §20 gold
piece, thinking to buy peace by a big douna-
tion, The npext morning aw the Senator
opened his front door to enter his carriage
his California brother rose up rom the door
step and demanded another §20. It is said
that the gentleman who has acquired bhis
veculiar title, by reason of a most unlovely
galt, is married to a crippled colored lady
and thst when he returos home without
having earned anything on the Californis
account she beats him with ber cratoh.

AN EDUCATED CRANK.

A more interestivg character, is the
elderly, stooping, grizzied und not over-
cleanly prophet who studies all the year
round in the Coongressional Library, ‘fhil
gentlemay, who is a graduaste of Yale, a
master of ionguages and s most scholarty
man, has, he declares, been sent to earth by
the Lord (o lead the colored people. None
other thanm a thorouch bibliesl scholar
would find it profitable to open up & theoiog-
fcal discussion with him, and those who
have heard bim deliver some of his Sunday
night addresses to the colored people, de-
elazrn “Illz. to be vonde;fu} mno:;.. iy

ve at noon he Jenves the

and m:’ ,inl' through the door he takes
the position of a sprinter, then walkinga
few steps, he suddenly leaps forward aspd
runs 100 or 200 feet. This be does for exer-
cise, be says. No one seems to Enow more
than this of bis history and his revenue is
supposed to be the small collections taken
up by the colored brethren.

Lady lobbyists are noi so common in
Washington as they hive been-in the past,
but there are some, and one of them is as
queer as the queerest. She is koown priv-
2 R e T
8 stoat, ¥y ut vagus o
r-us who was onee a clever and successiul
obbyist. For many years she is said to
have taken ciaims and worked bills for 20

r cent profit, and now in her old age and
apse from servico she siill hausts her

former workshop.
Mi1ss GrRUNDY, JR.

—_—

How Bt Leuls Peoploc Explais the Appear-
noce of Tan Shoes.
Bt. Louls Republie,]

Walter Johnson was in New York re-
cently and ran across a St. Louis friead who
was wenring tan shoes.

‘“Hello!" he exclasimed 1n pretended sur-
prise, “I didn’t know you wers living in
Johustown."

Peterby—Don't you think it is very

Mrs,
markable that a swan should sing before

oy Not so much so ns I would
s ' _,__-.__ L

| lid is screwed down.

JOHN BULL'S WATYS.

Little Eecentricities in Births, Mare
riages and Funerals,

BABY’S DIMPLES ARE ITS CURSE

Annoyances Which the Lover Must Endare
in Winning & Brida

THE NOTiCES IN THE NEWSPAPERS

[CORRESPONDENCE OF THE DISPATCH.)

LoNDON, September §.—The average
American tourist has little time and less op=
portunity for the stady of the peculiarities
of his British brother, You must live a
year or two with John Ball to know him,
and when you do come across his points sod
curves and the spots on him what a remark.
able individual, malely and femalely, he is
to be sure!

The middle class, that vast army of people
which is termed “geateel” in this country, is
the most representative of the British na-
tion; and so I am going to give a glimpse
here and there of some of the ways of that
species of Eoglishmen. He—and in what I
am now saying “he’” must be regarded as
generally inclasive of “she”—manages to be
born in the manner customary to babies of
all nations, but once he has accomplished
this first and most important step toward his
life, he, or rather his mother, does her best
to induce him to retire from the scene of ex-
istence, by covering him with s scantiness
of clothing similar to that which is regarded
s full dress in Fiji. I haveattimes shiv-
ered in sympatby with these infant Brit-
ishers lying in the laps ol their mothers
with nothing to shield their poor little legs
and thighs from the chilly blasts, but an
abbreviated skirt and a pair of very short
socks. Their tinv shoulders are as decollets
as a British peeress at one of Quoea Vie-
toria’s drawing rooms, and the object of all
this infant business is to exhibit poor baby’s
fas and dimples,

GOING A WOOING.

However, the British baby grows into a
man, and then comes the time when he goes
a-wooing. He shows his preference for the
young woman of bis choice in asufficiently
marked wanner for all the members of her
family to be aware of bis admiration, who,
however, feign not to perceiva it. He then
has to continue his attention in & round-
sbout way by all kinds of eivilities to tha
family. He gives the mother a majolica
vase, plays and loses sixpenog® points at
ecarte with the girl's father, invites her big
brother to dine und bestows liberal packages
of candy, plenty of peg tops and many
shilliogs on small brothers and sisters. Dur-
ing all this time, some six wounths of proba-
tion, he only gets furtive chances o! con-
tinuing his eoartship of the girl. At last
he is accepted on familiar terms by the fam-
ily and then he 1s oceasionally left alona for
half an hour or so with the younog lady but
*only by aceident.”

Then he plucks up courage, watches his
opportunity, proposes, and is either re-
jected or mcceptea. Ifthe latter fate is his
a good time begins for the family, forof
course he has to take his betrothed to
theaters and concerts and other places of
amusement, but he Is never allowed to taka
ber alone. This, of course, invoives doubls
expenss, and one of the cavses of the many
long engugements usual in middle-class
English lije is the difficuity a lover hasin
saving any money while he is performing
his betrothal duties,

AND WHEN HE DIES,

Well, in due course he gets married and
lives happily or the reverse, as the ease may
be, and then he dies, and in this final ack
he once more asserts bimself as s Britisher.
He is not iced; indeed, ice is nimost un-
koown in the Eoglish domestic eirele, but
he is lett for three or four days with the
sheet drawn over his face while everybody
in the house is hushed and on tip-toe. Then
the coffin arrives and the deceased, attired
in a shroud, is placed within it by the un-
dertaker, the immediate family only taking
n iarewell glance at his features belore the
Evea the oldest
friend seldom ventures to ask for a farewell
glanee at his familiar erony.

The funeral generally oceurs a week after
death. Ounly very near relatives of themale
sex are invited to the fuperal—iriends can
go to the churen or the cemetery if they feel
like doing so, but it is not expected and it
is regarded as very bad taste for a woman to
follow the coffin to the grave, even though
she be mother, sister or wife, O late years
streaming hat bands, sears aud other un-
dertakers’ emblems have disappeared, and
the open hearse, such as is customary im
Ameriea, is used.

UTILMING THE SCARFB.

It is custowary for mourners to receive
tne searfs, hat bands and zloves usedas the
faneral as gifts, and when this kind of
funerals were colnmon, ao invitation was
regarded with some pleasure by the ladies
of a family, as the husband, father or
brother invited wus sure to return with
enough rich biack silk to make a bodiceor
even o dress skirt. A lady who wus telling
me of this custom said that 15 years ago her
three brothers went to so mausy lunerals of
friends and distant relations, that she was
abie to have two maguificent black silk
dresses made out of the sear’s, “and I have
not worn them out yet,’” she added. 2

In births, marriages and deaths alike It is
customary for the Eaglishman (o take the
rest of his eoantrymen and countrywomen
into his confidence. His arrival on the
earth is anuouneced in paid notices in halt s
dozen morning and evening papers, as fol.
lows:

n the ¥eh instant, at 7 Darlington
mﬂg_"ﬂﬁfm wifle of Horace Bodkiuns, B
A., vl son.

It is the “wife of* and never “Mrs. Dod-
kins;”" and the votice is ioserted just as
widely and prominently if the little siranger
happens to be born without breath. Then
arrive every description of advertisement,
boxes of baﬁy food which will infallibly fat-
ten the little stranger and indoce the most
robust health, patent feeding bottles, baths,
pursery pins and other articles of babydom
suflicient to stock a small store and very
often of such & vatare asto embarrass a
modest young eouple.

THE MARBIAGE NOTICE.

A marri notice appears in the same
column and jusc uader the births, and it ia
on such an cceasion that the middla cless
Britisher gets in a few facts about his
family tree, and that of his bride, and the
number o' clergyvmen it tock to marry him
for instance: PRI L.
rASS—0On the , At
Pla:d‘::ow. by the Rav. Granville J viear,
assixted by the Bev. Henry Willlam So
cousin of the brigegroom, and the Rev. Heury
Budielgh, brother-in-law of the brids, (George
Henry Wileux snmlﬁu Captaw East Kens
Regiment, son of the ahu-lu Wileox Bnod-
ﬁ' Il::‘oq.. salicitor, ‘m wnﬂn.nf
e gy S g, o
T rge Arthor !lnlt&mm King's
. the

i

g

o:j::lmm. and_grandson
Lord Bishop of Toronto,. No
A death notice in England is similar to
the American, except that no memoriam
verses are permitted; but & good deal of
pedigree is worked into the annonncement,
anew ides hus come into fashion. Under
births, marriages and deaths comes a fourth
caption in most of the daily papers headed,
“In Memoriam,” beneath which are notices
of deathsof two,threeand our years back. For
instance, supposing the date to-day (o be Au-

gost 20, 1690, a memoriam notice will read
as toliows: ;
August 30, 1888, 1n of
dearly beloved wil

3 baioved il o1 "'1....;{.‘::
sal Green, lml:u.t:aul. -

This last is un affectionate tribute of mem-
ory, no doubt, but at the same time it gives
wyh:ko;r:nu mmhﬂmu:nub-

of rank or position, so the *&
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